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allied himself with the Whigs in opposition to Harley's policy, his disgrace had become a political necessity. If we regard his weakness in connection with money matters, it appears so trivial in comparison with his splendid military services, that it is not surprising that some have said he fell a victim to faction and to national ingratitude. But if Harlcy had not taken this decisive step, would the Peace of Utrecht have been signed? He could act as he did because he was strong by reason of his knowledge of the temper of the country, and because he was certain that he was supported by the people and by the Queen. In converting a Whig majority in the House of Lords into a minority by a measure so drastic as the creation of a number of new peers, he was acting as the champion of the House of Commons against the arrogance of a group of Whig noblemen who held control of the House of Lords. He was as fully justified in this step as Lord Grey would have been In 1832, had he carried into action his threat to advise the creation of peers in order to obtain the passing of the Reform Bill. On each occasion the Prime Minister used the royal prerogative to enforce the will of the people; on each occasion, too, he was a man of steady judgment, who yet had at a national crisis the courage and boldness in the one case to adopt, in the other to threaten to employ, a very extraordinary measure, at a moment when